
 

 

 

DICTIONARIES AND ENCYCLOPEDIAS 

 

Dictionnaire de spiritualité, ascétique et mystique, doc-
trine et histoire. Beauchesne, 1937-present. 15 vols. 

REF BX 841 D67 

 

The most comprehensive reference work on Catholic spiri-

tuality. The Dictionnaire contains long, signed articles 

covering concepts of spiritual theology explaining their ori-

gin and development through the centuries with frequent 

references to sources. 

 

The New Dictionary of Catholic Spirituality.  Ed. by Mi-

chael Downey.  Liturgical Press, 1993. 

REF BX 2350.65 N49 1993 

 

Articles on particular topics (e.g. community, love, mortifi-

cation) and on particular schools (e.g. Augustinian, Carme-

lite, Salesian). This work does not include biographical ar-

ticles. Since this is a dictionary of contemporary Catholic 

spirituality, historical topics are treated only insofar as they 

relate to Catholic spirituality since Vatican II. 

 

New Catholic Encyclopedia. Detroit: Thompson/Gale, 

2003.  15 volumes  

Reference BX 841 N44 1967 

 

The major English-language encyclopedia on Catholic top-

ics. It contains some 17,000 articles, each with a 

The Westminster Dictionary of Christian Spirituality.  

Ed. by Gordon S. Wakefield.  Westminster Press, 1983. 

REF BV 4488 W47 1983 

 

An ecumenical work dealing with topics and persons from 

all schools of spirituality, Christian and non-Christian. All 

major Catholic schools of spirituality are covered. 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

 

ATLA Reliqion Database on CD-ROM.  American 

Theological Library Association, 1949-present. 

Reference Computer Workstation 

 

A CD-ROM based index to over 380 journals from around 

the world, representing a variety of religious traditions. 

Searchable by author, subject, or any word in the title of 

an article. 

 

Biblioqraphhia Internationalis Spiritualitatis.  Edizioni 

del Teresianum, 1966-present. 

Periodical Indexes 

 

The major European index to books and articles on 

Catholic spirituality. 

 

Catholic Periodical and Literature Index. (CPLI)  

Catholic Library Association, 1980-present.  

Reference Computer Workstation 

 

A CD-ROM based index to material on Catholic topics. 

Included are citations to books, book reviews, and journal 

articles. For material before 1981, use the bound paper 

indexes located on the Index Tables. 

 

   

OTHER SOURCES 

 

 
Classics of Western Spirituality.  Paulist Press. 

 

This series provides new translations and introductory 

material for a growing list of selected original works by 

masters of the western spiritual traditions.  For a coom-

plete list of the Library's holdings, use the term 

"Classics of Western Spirituality" in the Online Cata-

log. 

 

When Searching the Online Catalog, use subject terms 

like: Mysticism, Franciscans, Contemplation, Carmelite 

Spirituality, etc.   

 

You might combine terms like Jesuits, or Franciscans 

with the term Spiritual Life, i.e. Franciscans Spiritual 

Life. 
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Guide to 

 

Phi-

losopher’s Index 
 

bibliography. -. Use this work for an overview of a sub-

ject and to see how it can be divided into narrower topics 

for research. For historical articles, the student should 

also refer to The Catholic Encyclopedia (Reference BX 

841 C 19). 
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